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General Crant House

309 Vood %Sirect

Surlington Clty, Purlington County, New Jersey

Ovmer: O0lin M, Slack

Date of Erection: After 1lG13

Architect:

Builder: (Frobable) John Vilson

Present Condition: Good

Mumber of 2torieszs: Two

HMaterials of Construction: TFoundotion - stone
Bxterior walls - brick,
stuccoed; frame addition
in the rear
interior walls - »nlaster
Ingide chimmeys

Roof - flat

Hdistorical Data:

According to the records avallable, the land
upon whnich this house stands was conveyed in 1784 by
Samuel Hoble and his wife Lydia to Hezekish "illiams,
Ir 1798 Abbott Williswms sold to “ieajah and Charles
Ellis, There arec three transfers recorded between
members of the Hills femlly, and then finally in 1813
a lot wes gold by Charies Lllis to Joim Wilson.
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John Wilson left the property by will to Fary Ann

Yo Clintock, his daughter, There is recorded on April
8, 1837 a sale by this daughter and her husband to
Abreham Brovm. In the will of John Vilscn a house

is deseribed as veing on the proverty, It 1s asswnred,
therefore, thait John Vilson was the oullder and that
the house rust have been built someitise afiter he
bougnt the lot on December 30, 18105,

The chief interest in the house lies In the
fact that it was fcr sometime the residence of Ulysses
8. Crant. Crant lived there during the time The Darelay

family owned the nrovnertye

Leecording to Schermerhorn, the Grants came
to Durlington at the reecormendation of Cantain Fnovwlton.
Captaln ¥nowlton was a retired prmy officer who had been
an instructor at est Point when Grant was a cadet there,
Schermerhorn places the date as Sepbember 1864, Howover,
Jesge CGront in his memoirs says the Crants settled in
Buriincton after the Battle of llizsionsry Ricdge which

wes at the end of 18583, He further says Rils two brothers
attended schiool in Buriington. The youngest of the
Grants did not come to Burlington at cace, bul wes aopar-
ently at camn with nis father. Schermerhorn further
states theaet Crant wes caliing uoon Castalin nowlion

vhen he reccived the nev: of the zssassination of Presi-
dent Lincoln, Howecver, 1n hig Personsl ilemoirs Grant

has the following to say:

"Zur by the fourteenth (April 1885) I was
pretty well through vwilth this vorl, so as to be
able to vislit my c¢hildren, vho were tuen in
Buriington, Ilew Jersey, attending school, ILirs,
Crant was wuith me In Yashingbton at the tine,

and we were invited by Preszident and lMrs, Lincoln
to accompeny ther to the thester on the evening
of that day, I renliecd to the President's verbal
invitation to the effecct, that 1f we were in the
elty we would falke great oslcasure in accompanying



them; but that I was very anxzious to get away
and vigit my children, and 1f I could get
through my work during the day I should do so,
I did get through and started by the evening
train on the fourtecenth, sending kMr, Lincoln
word, of course, that I would not be at the
theater,

"At that time the railroad to Hew York
entered Philadelvhla at BEroad Strect; passengers
were conveyed in ambulances to bthe Delaware
River, and then ferried to Camden, at which
point they took the cars assin, Vhen I reached
the ferry, on the east side of the City of
Philadelphia, T found people awalting my are-
rival there; snd also dispatches informing me
of the assassination of the President end lir.
Seward, and of the probable assassination of
the Vice President, Ir,. Jolmson, and requesting
my immedisate return, '
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"1 irmediately arranged for getting a train
to take me Dback to Vashington City, but lMrs. Grant
was with me; it was alfter midnight and Burlington
wag bul an hour away. Finding that I could ace
company her to cur house and return ebout as soon
as they would ve ready to take me from the Phila-
delphis station, I went up with her and returned
immediately by the same special train,”

Tt would seem from the testimony of the Crants that
Schermerhorn's account of the CGrants stay in Burlingbton
ig to be questicned,

There are four transfers recorded from the
time the property left the Barclay family in 1874 until
che present ocwner, Olin i, Slack, came into possesgion
in 1925,
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Grant, U, S. Personal Nemolrs of
2 Volumes Iicw Yorl, Charles L. ncoster
& Compeany, 18Lo
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Grant, Jesse B. Tn the Days of iy railhor
John Grant 1ilew Yorlk, darper & Zroctacyrs,
To05(TH collaboration of H, F. Granger)

Schermerhorn, YW, T, A Hisztory of Turliacton,
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